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Summary: In this section, you will present the reader with no less than 3, and no more than 7, sentences that given them a good idea of what you are going to talk about and how important it is that they bother to read your paper. You will pick some geologic topic, concept, process, formation, mineral, rock, environment, theory, etc, and argue why it is the most important aspect of geology. What is important is making a geologic argument! This is done by presenting facts and linking them together with an argument (or point) that you are trying to prove. Another important goal for this project is to give everyone some exposure to how scientists present their ideas (using this same format).
Introduction
In the introduction you will tell me a little bit about the background that might be important to know before reading your argument. For example, people have been writing things down for a really long time, and in modern times writing things down is really important. Scientists also write things down, and when they do, they often use a format very similar to this one, in which there is an introduction, findings, discussion, and conclusion or implications section. Since scientists like to know where things came from, they always have a “references” section, in which they record where they found an important fact or idea. If you referenced our text book it would look something like this (Marshak, 2016).

You will note that this is for a GEOLOGY class, and thus your argument is far more important than any fancy writing. This is not an English class paper! Spend your time on communicating your idea instead of on grammar, complex words, and style. Think simple and clear.
Main facts and points
In this section you will explain to the reader your main points to support your argument about what is the most important geological thing and why. I recommend making your points each have their own paragraph.

One paragraph could be about how it’s really important to outline your paper before you dive into writing down stuff. This tends to help the writer realize what they are going to try to say, and usually saves time since you don’t then have to go back again and again revising the paper so it makes sense.

Keep the content trimmed down so as not to overwhelm your reader or bore them. This assignment should NOT have more than 1000 words (excluding the references, so don’t count them in your word count). At a minimum you must have 750 words. Again, the focus is on making a good argument about why a geologic idea, formation, process, mineral, rock, or something else from our class is really important.

Lastly, be sure to have references in the reference section. You can reference the text book (Marshak, 2016), online articles you find, or other published resources. Wikipedia is a great starting place, and if you find a fact that you like on Wikipedia, be sure to reference it. If you find multiple facts across Wikipedia, you will need to have multiple references for Wikipedia. You will also need to have two academic references for peer reviewed academic journals or the U.S. Geological Survey. You could reference our class website (McCarty, 2017), but I don’t think it would be too useful for this project.
Discussion
In the discussion section you draw together your argument and connect the dots for the reader. This section acts as a glue, pointing out the links between the import points and the big argument. This section is worth 30% of the assignment grade, and so the most attention should probably be given to this part.

Implications
Now that the reader know why your subject is the most important aspect of geology, help them realize how valuable it is. For example, people who have read though my instructions know about the importance of presenting each idea in paragraphs and focusing on clarity.

References
In this section you list your references. I highly recommend using a reference manager software (especially if this is not the last class you will ever take).

We will be using the Geological Society of America citation style for this assignment. There are many different reference styles, and you may have been introduced to some of them in English class (such as MLA or Chicago). Since we are neither in an English class, nor in Chicago, we will not be using those. A full explanation on how to use the GSA style is given online (“GSA Reference Guidelines and Examples,” 2017). Most reference managers can look up and install a citation style for you, which means that all you have to do it put in the details into some simple boxes, and it worries about all the formatting for you.

GSA Reference Guidelines and Examples, 2017, Geological Society of America, p. 3, https://www.geosociety.org/documents/gsa/pubs/GSA_RefGuide_Examples.pdf (accessed October 2017).
Marshak, S., 2016, Essentials of Geology: New York, W. W. Norton & Company, INC, 648 p., http://books.wwnorton.com/books/webad-detail-editions.aspx?id=4294969500.
McCarty, R.J., 2017, Modern Geology:, http://moderngeology.com (accessed October 2017).


At the end of your document you must have an outline:
1 outline should be included at the end of the document. (If this is not included at the end of the document, it will not be graded). YOU MUST HAVE AN OUTLINE. I strongly strongly strongly strongly encourage you to write the outline first…. and then write the paper second. It really will save you time, and will make things so much clearer for the person who gives you grades (which in my opinion is a really good idea).
 
Here is a checklist/points break down for how you will be graded
	Check list
	Value

	Outline after the references
	yes/no *

	Title
	yes/no *

	Author name
	yes/no *

	Author e-mail
	yes/no *

	Summary which summarizes the main points
	15

	Introduction which give background important to the argument
	10

	Presentation of main facts which support argument
	15

	Discussion of why the facts are important and how they together make your argument
	30

	Implications explaining why knowing your argument is valuable
	10

	6 references (at a minimum) used to support your argument, including:
	10

	1 website reference that is not Wikipedia
	

	2 academic references not counting our text book
	

	All references listed in the reference section
	

	Correct formatting used in the reference section
	

	Word count between 750 and 1000 words (not including references)
	10

	Total points
	100


* If you are missing any of the yes/no items, the most you will be able to earn is 50 points total
